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MINUTES 
Louisiana District Conference 

Of the Assemblies of God 
The Assembly 

West Monroe, LA 
May 2-3, 2019 

 
 Registration opened at noon for the 83rd annual session of the Louisiana District 
Conference.  Gift bags were distributed to all registrants.  

 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON – MAY 2 

 
 Superintendent Scott Holmes opened the Council with a prayer meeting from 2:30-
3:00 pm. Prayer was offered for the services and the business of the Council.   
  

A teaching session for the Next Level leadership group began at 3:00 p.m. Chad 
Parker, worship leader at The Assembly, opened the session with a time of praise and 
worship.  Superintendent Scott Holmes welcomed all the attendees.   Assistant 
Superintendent Eric Treuil introduced guest speaker Jase Robertson an American television 
star on the A&E Reality Television show, Duck Dynasty. Jase gave the testimony of his family 
finding Christ, and the love and compassion they now have for the Lord.  Even though he has 
a passion for duck hunting, his passion to share Christ and is his love for the Lord are greater. 
The session concluded with prayer and praise.  
 
 Prior to the opening of the night service, a time of fellowship and a delicious meal 
prepared by Cavalier’s Cajun Cooking were enjoyed by all. 
 

THURSDAY NIGHT – MAY 2 
 

  The Thursday night service began at 6:30 p.m. Deanna Ceasar opened the service with 
a warm welcome and led in prayer.  Melvin Stringfield, Youth Pastor at Glad Tidings Church 
of Lake Charles shared a composition entitled “This is the Church.”  Chad Parker, worship 
leader for The Assembly along with the worship team led in a great time of praise and 
worship.   

    
Family Life Team leader Charlie Allo expressed appreciation to The Assembly and 

Pastor Shane Warren for hosting the conference in their beautiful new facilities. He then 
introduced a segment of the service called “Five Minutes of Fire.” Two students who won 
Superior awards in Short Sermon at Fine Arts Festival, Chloe Schultz & Silas Schultz each 
presented a five-minute sermon that advanced them to the National Fine Arts finals to be 
held at General Council in August.  Their parents are Dylan & Bernadette Schultz, pastors of 
Thrive Church in Baton Rouge.   

 
  In keeping with one of our Core Values, “Celebrate Big,” two of our ministers were 

recognized for fifty years of ordained ministry in the Assemblies of God.  The General Council 
50 Year Ordination awards were presented to Pastor George R. McLean and Pastor Emeritus 
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Loyd Singley who were joined by family members for the presentation of plaques and 50 
year lapel pens.   
 
 Church Planting Team leader Wayne Northup delivered a challenge to start new 
churches in the district.  He encouraged pastors to plant multi-campus churches.   

Antioch Awards to Church Planters were presented to: 
 

James & Antionette Gordon, Bending Broken Hearts International Ministry, New Orleans 
Justin Singleton, Angola Full Gospel Assembly of God International, Angola 
Patricia & Gary Woodard Start Assembly of God – Columbia 
Daniel & Lora Rickett Saints Community Church, Algiers 
Robert & Kathy Storey River Church, New Orleans 
Shawn & Aimee McMillan The River Assembly of God, Vidalia 
 

 A video greeting from Pastor Justin Singleton was shown.  Pastor Deven Pedeaux, New 
Church Planting Director, prayed for the church planters. 
 

The Assembly worship team led in singing “Raise a Hallelujah”, “How Great Thou Art” 
and “Here Again”.  An expense offering for the annual conference was received by Sullivan 
Turner, District Men’s Director.  

Charlie Allo recognized the Louisiana missionaries who were present and announced 
the names of those who had received Speed-the-Light vehicles and equipment.  

 
Den Hussey introduced the speaker for the evening, Herbert Cooper, senior pastor of 

People’s Church, Oklahoma City, OK.  The title of his message was “In the Midst of the Storm. 
His text was Acts 27:13-15.  He shared four strategies for surviving a storm. 

1)  Stay on the Ship 
2)  Be still and Chill 
3)  Praise God in the Storm 
4)  God can take you to your destination on broken pieces. 

 
It was a great message and the altars were filled with people.  

  
 Southwestern Assemblies of God University invited alumni and interested students 
to a reception following the service in the Senior High Adult Café area.    

 
 

FRIDAY MORNING – MAY 3 
 

 Chad Parker led worship in singing “Worthy of It All” and “You Deserve the Glory”.  
Brenda Viator introduced the morning speaker Ruthie Oberg, Administrative Coordinator 
for the Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center who brought our Pentecostal heritage alive. The 
title of the message was “Passing on a Full Bucket.” Drawing from Joshua 4:10-21, she spoke 
of passing on:  

(1) Apostolic Doctrine (Acts 2:42)  
(2) Apostolic Experience 
 (3) Apostolic Mission (Acts 12:24 ).   
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MEMORIAL 
 

 A time of remembrance was given to honor those ministers who have gone to be with 
the Lord since last District Council.  They were: 
 

Sarah C. Downs, Ordained, 09/03/34 - 09/15/18 
Mary E. Bresson, Licensed, 08/11/30 – 10/02/18 
Dorothy J. Scott, Ordained, 12/06/29 – 10/17/18 
Marla L. Eden, Ordained, 08/13/38 – 01/29/19 

  Stephen T. Perry, Ordained, 02/02/53 – 02/08/19 
 

 District superintendent Scott Holmes led the communion service.  Eric Treuil 
concluded the Lord’s Supper with prayer.   
 

Pastor Shane Warren introduced Matt Parker, candidate for State Senator.  
 
 There were four Breakout Sessions during the morning. The speakers and topics 
were: 
 
  Tony Jones, Expository Preaching  

Ryan Keller, Church Marketing  
  Ruthie Oberg, Women in Ministry 
  Ryan Post, Healthy Prayer 
 

The morning session adjourned for lunch.  Chick-Fil-A Box Lunches were available for 
all who remained at the facility for lunch and fellowship.  
 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON – MAY 3 
BUSINESS SESSION 

 
 Superintendent Scott Holmes called the business session to order at 1:30 p.m. and 
opened in prayer.   
  
 Kelly Kimball, Chairman of the Roster Committee, presented the following report as 
of 1:30 p.m., and moved its adoption. 
  Voting Members: 
   Ordained Ministers    135 
   Licensed Ministers       64 
   Certified Ministers          31 
   Church Delegates       26 
    Total Voting Constituency  256 
  Nonvoting Attendees:  
   Visitors     246 
   Total Nonvoting Constituency  246 
  TOTAL REGISTRATION     502  
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 There was a motion with a second to accept the report of the Roster Committee. The 
motion carried and the report was received.  
 
 Den Hussey, appointed, interim secretary-treasurer, presented the 2018 District 
Financial report.  Steve Derouen, Certified Public Account with Steven M. Derouen & 
Associates, Lake Charles, presented a brief summary of the report. A motion was made to 
adopt the reports.  There was a second and the reports were adopted.   
 
 Instructions for using electronic voting devices were given. Woody Gunnels read the 
qualifications for voters and instructed voters to be seated in the designated sections. 
 
 Scott Holmes explained that former district secretary/treasurer Hutson Goza had 
resigned effective December 31, 2018 and accepted the call to be lead pastor of First 
Assembly of God in Bolivar, MO. The Executive Leadership Team appointed Den Hussey to 
be the interim secretary/treasurer on a part time basis pending an election to be held at the 
upcoming District Council. In accordance with the District Bylaws, the remaining two-year 
term shall be filled by election by means of a secret ballot.  
  

A special committee will be appointed to study and evaluate all aspects of the office 
of the secretary/treasurer. The results of that study and any recommendations of changes to 
the office of secretary/treasurer shall be reported to the Executive Leadership Team prior 
to the next District Council.   
 
 Woody Gunnels read the qualifications for the office of secretary/treasurer.  Prayer 
was offered.  The nominating ballot was cast for the election of the secretary-treasurer.  
 

While the votes were being tabulated, John Garcia, Church Extension Plan 
representative, brought greetings and invited constituents to their booth for more 
information. 

 
Den Hussey was elected on the nominating ballot to serve the unexpired term of 

secretary-treasurer.  He expressed appreciation for the confidence shown by selecting him 
to this office. 

 
RESOLUTION 1 – General Presbyter 

Woody Gunnels presented resolution one which reads as follows:  
 
WHEREAS, The District Council previously adopted a resolution stating that the 
Assistant district superintendent would by virtue of office serve as a General 
Presbyter; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has been the practice for a number of years, and 
 
WHEREAS, having the assistant superintendent serve as a general presbyter by 
virtue of office is an efficient way to fill the office of General Presbyter; and 
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WHEREAS, the 2018 District Council adopted a revision of the bylaws that removed 
that action, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, That Bylaws, Article ll. Section 1. a. 3. i. and ii, which currently read: 
i. The district superintendent shall by virtue of office serve as a general 

presbyter. 
ii. The secretary/treasurer may also be elected to serve as a general presbyter 

Providing the other elected presbyter fulfills the requirement of being a 
Pastor as stated in b. of this section 

 Be amended by striking out i. and ii.; And be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That Article II. Section l, b. General Presbyters which currently reads:  

In addition to the superintendent of each district, who shall serve on the General 
Presbytery by virtue of office, two others shall be elected by the district council in 
session, both of whom shall be ordained Assemblies of God ministers, and at least 
one of whom shall be a pastor of a church located in the district.  They shall take 
office immediately upon election. 
 
Be amended by substitution of the following paragraph: 
 
b. The District shall be represented on the General Presbytery of The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God by three of its members.  The district 
superintendent and assistant district superintendent shall serve by virtue of their 
offices.  The other shall be elected by the District Council for a two (2) year term.  At 
least one of the general presbyters shall be an ordained pastor of an Assemblies of 
God church located in the District. 
 
And: be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That ARTICLE lll. Duties of officers. Section 2. Assistant District 
Superintendent, which currently reads: 
The duties of the assistant district superintendent shall include the following: 
a. Assist the district superintendent. 
b. Preside at meetings of the District Board and the Executive Board in the absence 

of the superintendent. 
c. Perform any other functions usual and customary for the office under the 

supervision of the superintendent or such as may be directed by the District 
Council, the District Board, or the Executive Board. 
 

Be amended by inserting a new paragraph c. which shall read:  
 
c. Serve as a general presbyter by virtue of election as assistant district 
superintendent. 
 
And that current par. C. be re-designated d. 
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He then moved its adoption.  There was a second and the motion was carried.  
 
Joseph Hartman, representing Southwestern Assemblies of God University, spoke on 

behalf of the university and extended invitation to visit the SAGU booth.  Charlie Allo 
addressed the audience about events connected to the family life department.  He listed the 
top giving churches for Speed-the-Light and BGMC.  He invited Kristi Northup to share their 
church’s story of giving to these two ministries. 

 
Den Hussey, secretary-treasurer, read the qualification for the assistant 

superintendent.  Eric Treuil was elected on the nominating ballot. 
 
Superintendent Scott Holmes announced the presence of a Convoy of Hope transport 

truck on the parking lot and announced the outreach they would be conducting May 4 for 
the local area at New Destiny Church in Monroe.   

 
Demonstrating the functions of the voting devices, a brief survey was conducted 

concerning ideas for future District Councils.  The first item on the survey was to express like 
or dislike of the Thursday/Friday format for District Council. The survey revealed 67% of 
the attendees preferred the Thursday/Friday dates.   

 
Den Hussey read qualifications for General Presbyter.  The nominating ballot was cast 

for General Presbyter.  There was not an election on the nominating ballot.  The first electoral 
ballot was cast for General Presbyter.  There was not an election on the first electoral ballot.  
The second electoral ballot was cast.  Jeff Ables was elected on the second electoral ballot. 

 
Special greetings were received from Louisiana missionaries who are overseas and 

unable to attend the council.  Gary Sapp presented the first place award for giving to World 
Missions to Glad Tidings Church of Lake Charles. Their giving totaled $114,000.  The award 
for first place in giving to World Ministries was pressented to Northside Assembly of God, 
Crowley. Their giving totaled $142,511.  Brother Sapp expressed appreciation for the 
outstanding contributions to missions from the churches and ministers of the District.  

  
Jody Dyess, National Director of Student Outreach & Awareness at Free International, 

was introduced.  He reported what the Lord is doing through joint efforts of the Mississippi 
and Louisiana Districts to rescue children from human trafficking.    

 
The regional director of the Southern Region of the RV ministry who is from the 

Mississippi District was recognized and appreciation was expressed for the great work that 
is being done in the region. 

 
Den Hussey read qualifications for nonresident Executive Presbyter Nominee.  There 

was no election on the nominating ballot.  The first electoral ballot was cast.  There was no 
election on the first electoral ballot.  Scott Holmes was elected by a two-thirds majority on 
the third electoral ballot. 
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 The nominating ballot was cast for the second nominee for nonresident Executive 
Presbyter.  There was no election on the nominating ballot.  Jeff Ables was elected on the first 
electoral ballot.   

 
A nominating ballot was cast for female nominee for nonresident Executive 

Presbyter.  There was no election on the nominating ballot.  The first electoral ballot was 
cast.  There was no election on the first electoral ballot.  Kara Holmes was elected on the 
second electoral ballot. 

 
This concluded the business on the agenda. A motion was made, seconded and 

carried to adjourn. 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT – MAY 3 
 

The service began with worship led by Chad Parker and the worship team from The 
Assembly, West Monroe.  After worship Assistant Superintendent Eric Treuil and his wife 
Anabelle, welcomed guests and prayed.  Flowers were presented to “first lady”, Kara Holmes 
in recognition of her birthday.   

 
A video with Rick Allen, National Light-For-The-Lost director shared the mission of 

the Men’s Ministries program.   A plaque was presented to Pastor Shane Warren on behalf of 
The Assembly, for their top giving of $80,000.00 to Light-For-The-Lost.   

 
Eric Treuil introduced two other Fine Arts Award winners in the short sermon 

category: Alaina Guillory from Life Church in Lafayette. Alaina is the daughter of Justin and 
Tracey Guillory and the granddaughter of Bob and Amanda Zannini. Jonathan is the son of 
Jack and Christina Osteen. Each of them preached a “Five Minutes of Fire” sermon that 
advanced them to the National Fine Arts finals at the upcoming General Council in August.    

 
Marsha Headley was interviewed regarding Convoy of Hope.  Plans were announced 

for a special Convoy of Hope offering day in October. 
   

The names of Certified and Licensed ministers who have received or advanced their 
credentials in the past year were announced. The 2019 Ordination class was introduced.  
Those receiving ordination were:   

 
Robert Burnside      Jeff Morea 
Dustin Cameron     Eliot Morgan  
Alvin Chartier     Alicia Nichols  
Dennis Dunn      Sandra O’Steen  
Jessica Horton     Luis Padilla 
Jerry Hughes      Robert Storey  
Hilton Johns      Amanda B. Uselton  
Kristie Jones      Michael Whitman.   
 
The ordination charge was given by Scott Holmes along with the laying on of hands 

and prayer by the Louisiana District Presbytery.   
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Eric Treuil introduced Jeff Ables, lead pastor at Crossroads Church in Lafayette, LA for 

28 years, as the featured speaker for the evening service.  He brought a powerful message 
from the Old Testament book of Haggai. God spoke through Haggai to Zerubbabel the 
governor and Jehozadak the high priest him about rebuilding the temple. The people are the 
temple of the Lord, I Corinthians 3:16.  God’s will today is the same as it was in Old Testament 
days. The temple has been neglected and lives need to be rebuilt, restored.   When we neglect 
the temple of God, everything we work so hard for does not satisfy. When we neglect the 
temple of God, even our so called spiritual life is lacking because our selfishness 
contaminates our sacrifice. When we neglect the temple of God, God causes a drought to 
come on our lives.  

 
We need to work to rebuild lives. It starts with a trip to the mountain. (Haggai 1:8) 

We worship God in earnest through obedience. (Haggai 1:12) By taking courage and 
beginning to work (Haggai 2:4) and be a soul winning church.  Following a powerful message, 
time was spent in prayer around the altars.   

 
The Friday night service and the 2019 District Council ended with family and friends 

congratulating the newly ordained ministers and in fellowship with one another.  
-30- 

 


